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The Church of the Blessed 
Sacrament - Sanctuary for Peace 

 
On 10 June 2010, which was the Feast of Corpus 
Christi, Cardinal Marc Ouellet, the Archbishop of 
Quebec, established our church of the Blessed 
Sacrament in Quebec as a “Sanctuary for Peace”. He 
invited on that occasion the Christian community of 
the parish to pray for the Canadian soldiers sent on a 
peace mission and for members of their families. This 
task used to be formerly entrusted to the Sister 
Servants of the Blessed Sacrament when they were 
responsible for a chapel at Mount Thabor. In 2010 
one of the Canadian soldiers came to join the 
Christian community to celebrate Jesus the Prince of 
Peace among us in his Eucharist. This was the 
occasion to recommence with them a magnificent 
procession of the Blessed Sacrament through the 
streets of the city.  
 

 

Cardinal Ouellet 

 
Since that day the Christian community of Blessed 
Sacrament in Quebec celebrates the Eucharist 
regularly once a month for peace in the world. It also 

organizes official ceremonies with the Canadian 
Armed Forces on the occasion of the departure or 
return home of soldiers sent on a peace mission. 

 
Militaries in procession 

 
It should be likewise pointed out that there are 
adorers coming to pray daily to the Prince of Peace in 
the Blessed Sacrament on the altar from 8 a.m. to 10 
p.m., in the extended exposition. The pastoral team in 
collaboration with the faithful and diocesan services 
endeavours to develop a culture of Peace. In the light 
of God’s Word, we are learning to oppose as artisans 
of peace all the tensions and wars of our epoch. 
 
In June 2013, during a conflict between student 
movements and the government, a Eucharistic 
celebration for social peace took place in our church 
with a gathering of many hundreds of citizens eager 
to seek together ways of reconciliation. 
 
Most recently, last 17 August, a gathering took place 
exactly a month after the militia of the Islamic State in 
Iraq had taken the city of Mosul, the second most 
populated city of Iraq, forcing more than 150,000 
Christians to flee from their homes. Some members 
of the faithful from all over the city of Quebec 
gathered at the Sanctuary of Peace and were in 
communion of prayer with their persecuted sisters 
and brothers. At the end of the celebration a large 
number of people was photographed with the 
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Nazarene symbol in Arabic on their chest as a sign of 
communion with our Iraqi sisters and brothers. 

 
Faithful in front of the church 

 
Here are simply some examples showing clearly the 
new mission entrusted to our church: Jesus 
celebrated and adored in this sanctuary bringing us 
into communion with our sisters and brothers all over 
the world at the service of peace. This is nothing 
other than a prolongation of the mission of adoration 
entrusted by the Church for what will be soon almost 
a hundred years. May the Congregation be up to the 
task of still continuing for a long time this 
irreplaceable service! 
 

November 2014 
FR GÉRARD BUSQUE, SSS 
Parish Priest 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

LITE in Liverpool 
 
On the week-end of 24

th
 to 26

th
 October 2014 the LIFE 

IN THE EUCHARIST programme (LITE) came to 
Liverpool for the first time. One of my hope when I 
became community superior of the Liverpool Shrine, 
a Eucharistic sanctuary in the heart of the city of 
Liverpool, was to establish the LITE programme and 
develop a team to offer it to the people of the diocese. 
Thanks to the Provincial Co-ordinator Fr. Raphael 
O’Halloran sss, we were able to offer the programme 
with the help of four Members of the Dublin LITE 
Team and four Members of the Glasgow LITE Team 
who came here to present the Programme. We were 
pleased to see 25 of our patrons take up the 
opportunity to experience the Programme. 
 

Starting on the Friday night we considered our 
experience of the Eucharist as Nourishment in our 
lives, then through Saturday and Sunday our 
reflections focused on the Eucharist as 
Reconciliation, Transformation, Abiding Presence and 
Liberation. With the assistance of the Team 
Members, they examined their experience to date, 
and were helped to deepen their concept of Eucharist 
under the various headings, and to move forward to 
make the Eucharistic celebration the centre of their 
lives. This was enabled by group discussion and 
sharing, and by the story, personal witness and 
teaching of the Team Members. The culmination of 
the Programme was the celebration of the Eucharist 
on Sunday afternoon. Unusually, this Eucharist did 
not include the “Sign of Peace” ritual. This took place 
in a very real way afterwards, with the shared 
“Agape”, when we all shared together the food 
brought by both Team Members and participants. 
 

 
The Programme was received with great enthusiasm 
by all the participants, and many have told us how 
touched they have been by the experience. Our 
dream is to establish a Life In The Eucharist Team 
here in Liverpool from among the Participants, and 
through this Team, to spread St. Peter Julian’s love of 
and zeal for the Eucharist far and wide beyond the 
Blessed Sacrament Shrine. Many thanks to Fr. 
Raphael and to the Team Members who travelled 
such long distances to enable our Shrine Faithful to 
have this special experience. In the weeks and 
months ahead, we hope that with our own Team, we 
will be able to open this experience up to many more 
people, thereby enriching and changing their lives. 
We pray that this dream may come true. 
 
 
BRO. TIMOTHY MCLOUGHLIN, SSS 
Community Superior 
Liverpool  
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Recalling the Ordination 
of Brother Fabián Velásquez 

 
In recalling the celebration of ordination to the 
priesthood of our brother Fabián Velásquez, on 
November 8

th
 2014, I would like to underline three 

very special aspects:  
 
a.- The solidarity of religious and laity. On Friday 
November 7

th
, 8 religious (Fathers Camille, Juan 

Echevarría, Jaime, Álvaro, Carlos José, Wilson, 
Brothers Gustavo and Julián), two pre-novices 
(Elibien and Wilmer) and around 30 laity - consisting 
mostly of patrons of our community - left Bogotá for 
Aguazul-Casanare to celebrate together this special 
event in our Province.  
 
b.- The joy and hospitality of Fabián and his family. 
The welcoming, attention and love with which we 
were received and looked after by the Velásquez 
Ibañez family - parents, brothers, uncles, aunts and 
other family of Fabián - offered gestures that made of 
our stay in the Llanos (the vast plain stretching 
between Colombia and Venezuela) a beautiful and 
unforgettable experience.  
 
c.- The spirit of ecclesial communion. Presided by 
Monsignor Misael Vacca Ramírez, Bishop of the 
Yopal Diocese, the celebration of the ordination was a 
real event of communion: priests, deacons and laity 
coming from every latitude, we all were enveloped by 
the merciful love of the Trinitarian God. Together we 
celebrated with joy the gift of faith, of life and 
vocation. We give thanks to God for his magnificent 
gifts and we implore him that our “small Eymardian 
family” may continue working faithfully and firmly with 
the charism that the Holy Spirit has given the Church 
through Father Eymard, our Founder.  

 
Mgr Misael Vacca and Fr Fabián Velásquez on the right 

 
NotiBIP November 2014 

 
 
 
 
 

The Aggregation Celebrates 155 
Years! 

 
 
 
November 17, 
2014, marked 
the 155th anni-
versary of the 
establishment of 
the Aggregation 
of the Blessed 
Sacrament in 
1859.  
 
 

 
Fr William Fickel sss and Fr Joseph Binh sss 

 
On the international website of the Congregation of 
the Blessed Sacrament, we read:  
 
“The Aggregation of the Blessed Sacrament is a 
public, universal, and international association of 
Christ’s faithful affiliated with the religious Institutes 
founded by St: Peter Julian Eymard - the 
Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament and the 
Servants of the Blessed Sacrament - and recognised 
by the Church.” 
 
“It stems from the long tradition of our religious 
families which gave life to a ‘public association of lay 
faithful’ in order to share the same Eucharistic 
spirituality and mission with the laity, drawing 
inspiration from St: Peter Julian Eymard.” 
 
“Guided by the Project of Life, their Christian vocation 
is to give witness to Christ in the midst of our human 
society and, starting from the Eucharist, source and 
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summit of all Evangelizing, try to permeate 
evangelically all human realities. Organised on an 
international, national, and local level, they take active 
role in the actions of the local Church in fostering 
solidarity, human dignity and holistic human 
development.” 
 
On Sunday, November 9, Father Joseph Binh Vu 
Quoc and Father Sebastiao Machado, members of 
the General Council of the Congregation of the 
Blessed Sacrament in Rome, were present at Saint 
Vincent de Paul Church, Holiday, Florida, as the local 
associates renewed their Promise, the first of many 
renewal ceremonies taking place across the country 
at this time. Fathers Binh and Sebastiao were in the 
United States to take part in the Provincial Chapter. 
 
CENTER FOR EUCHARISTIC EVANGELIZING 
Cleveland 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Commission of study of 
the Founder and his work 

 
The Commission of study of the Founder and 

his work (CEFO) met in Rome at the General Curia 
for the third time, from 24 to 25 November 2014. All 
the members of this Commission were present 
(Fathers Giulio Maccali, André Guitton, Manuel 
Barbiero, Fiorenzo Salvi and Sister Edith Bula), 
except Mrs Annie Coppens-Baeten, who was unable 
to participate at this meeting because of her 
husband’s health condition. The work of these days 
was followed by the Superior General, Father 
Eugenio Barbosa Martins. 

The CEFO examined the work carried out. 
The collection of 92 letters – “Counsels on the 
spiritual life” – has been edited in Italian, translated 
into English and Portuguese, and will be edited in 
French in March-April 2015. 

The CEFO made an evaluation of the course 
completed for bringing about the edition of Father 
Eymard’s texts, commencing from “the Preaching in 
the Chapel of the religious of Paris” (cf. Œuvres 
Complètes, PP 1-67; XII, 601-802). After the work 
was checked, regarding the choice of texts, the CEFO 
directed its focus on limiting its scope to the 
Eucharistic preaching as such, and it chose 28 texts. 
Each member of the Commission will work on 7 texts 
to prepare an introduction in order to make Father 
Eymard’s message understandable today. 

Another input, which had been asked of the 
CEFO, concerned the First Formation. Father Manuel 
presented an indication of the Eymardian texts, giving 
a reference to the Œuvres Complètes to help 

formators. Two points require to be completed: Mary, 
the Woman of the Eucharist, according to Father 
Eymard’s thought, and the Servants of the Blessed 
Sacrament. 

Other topics were approached by the CEFO: 
the situation of the Web Site of the Œuvres 
Complètes, the translations being carried out, the 
second centenary of Mother Marguerite Guillot (4 
December 2015), a book on the vow of personality. 
 

 
from left to right: Sr Edith, Fr Manuel, Fr Ciardi, Fr 
Eugênio, Fr Bong, Fr Fiorenzo, Fr Guitton, Fr Giulio 

 
On Tuesday morning, 25 November, we 

welcomed Father Fabio Ciardi OMI, who is in charge 
of the Centre of Oblate Studies in Rome. This Father 
was accompanied by a confrere, Father Bonga 
Majola, from South Africa, who works in Aix-en-
Provence, the birthplace of Eugène de Mazenod and 
place of the foundation of the Oblates. This meeting 
enabled us to know about the Oblates’ Centre of 
Studies, to share the challenges at this moment of the 
history of our Congregations (the Oblates celebrating 
in 2016 the bicentenary of their foundation) and to 
gather new ideas apropos the work of our 
Commission. 

At the end of the two days of intense work, the 
CEFO set itself another objective: to begin the study 
of the Directory of the Aggregation (RA) in view of 
publishing selected texts. 
The next meeting is scheduled to take place from 26 
to 28 October 2015. 

29 November 2014 
Fr Manuel BARBIERO, sss 
 
 

                 
 
 

International Commission for 
La Mure and the Eymardian Places 

 
Having discovered Father Eymard through some 
works, I have been involved at La Mure with the 
Fathers of the Blessed Sacrament in welcoming and 
accompanying pilgrims coming to visit the important 
places associated with the Founder around Grenoble 
and Lyons. Since Father Eugênio Barbosa Martins, 
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the Superior General, asked me to take part in the 
Commission for the Eymardian Places, I present a 
short reflection regarding Father Eymard’s spirituality 
in relation to my hopes and the inspiring places 
visited. 
 
Here I am in Rome, a fascinating city, which was full 
of challenges for Father Eymard. We were welcomed 
at the General Curia for the above-mentioned 
commission from 21 to 22 November 2014. The 
following were present: Fathers Eugênio Barbosa 
Martins, Superior General; Manuel Barbiero, 
Responsible for the “Centre Eymard”; Maurits 
Gijsbrechts, Superior of the Province Saint Pierre-
Julien Eymard ; Eugene van Heijst, President of the 
European Conference; Sebastião Machado, General 
Treasurer; Giulio Maccali, General Consultor; Sr Edith 
Bula, Servant of the Blessed Sacrament ; Mrs Brigitte 
Cassard, Association “The Friends of Father Eymard 
in Matheysine”. The sharing of views and reflection 
dealt with the themes on the agenda of the meeting. 
 
THE EYMARDIAN PLACES 
 
We spoke of an exhaustive list of all the Eymardian 
Places. Father Eymard moved a lot and his charism 
and preaching left its mark on minds, concerning 
which there are many tributes. The Commission 
decided to keep only the outstanding places and the 
inventory already drawn up, a list of many places, 
which received the approval of our Commission. It 
seemed necessary thus to review and reorganize the 
existing documentation in a more appropriate way 
with an introduction of all the important places. 
 
THE PLACES OF WELCOME: LA MURE, PARIS, BRUSSELS 
 
At La Mure, Eymard House can accommodate 7 
persons. The upkeep of the house pertains 
essentially to volunteers and an employee provides 
the meals. The house was little used in 2014. The 
exhibition was visited by 271 people. The company 
“Le Sappey”, which made the panels illustrating the 
exhibition, has given the copyrights to the 
Congregation. Diffusion of the exhibition can be made 
in all the communities (reproduction of the panels, 
booklets in several languages, CD). The chapel, 
which is at present being renovated, will be 
inaugurated on 20 December next. 
Note that La Mure has the support of the 
Congregation and that all the Provinces together have 
decided to carry out work to ensure the proper 
functioning of these three places. 
At Paris, four religious serve the ministry at the chapel 
on Avenue de Friedland. The novitiate will be moving 
from here shortly to the community of Brussels. At 
Cortambert there are a dozen Sister Servants of the 
Blessed Sacrament and there is a good attendance of 
the chapel.  
At Brussels the house is well situated, being at the 
heart of the European institutions and the passage to 
the church is important. There’s also a project under 

consideration: a score of identified houses could 
receive young couples wishing to collaborate with the 
parish. It is envisaged to set up a centre of spirituality 
between the SSS religious and the Jesuits. 
 
Our random conversation was lively: we took time to 
describe how the “Centre Eymard” at La Mure is 
running, clarifying the activities carried out in the 
context of the Association of the “Friends of Father 
Eymard in Matheysine” (pilgrimages, days of 
preparation for First Communion, study of the 
correspondence and indeed about progress of the 
works in the chapel). 
Father Sebastião Machado, held up in the U.S.A. 
because of bad weather, was unable to take part in 
our meeting; the financial issues unfortunately 
remained in the air.  
 

 
from left to right: Brigitte Cassard, Manuel Barbiero, 
Giulio Maccali, Eugênio Barbosa Martins, Edith Bula, 
Maurits Gijsbrechts, Eugene van Heijst 

 
This first meeting is for me an invitation to continue 
my journey. The places, strongly witnessing to the 
presence of Father Eymard, present a concrete 
reality, the place is a memory and is part of an 
experiential learning of his message. The place, 
finally, provides nearness. I’m able to be where 
Father Eymard lived. 
 
We had time to visit Rome in its divine splendour and 
on Sunday we shared a pleasant day with the 
community of San Claudio. 
Rome, this is the place where Peter-Julian decided to 
focus his heart, his thoughts in desiring to submit 
himself absolutely to Jesus through making the gift of 
his personality. 
Moreover, the General Curia opened me to the 
international dimension of the Congregation and 
when I discovered the original things of Father 
Eymard carefully preserved, I experienced somewhat 
belonging to the great Eymardian family. 
Thanks to you all for the welcome you have given us. 
 

La Mure, 7 December 2014 
BRIGITTE CASSARD 
Secretary of the Association  
“The Friends of Father Eymard in Matheysine” 
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Father Renato Ghisleni, sss 
35 years of service in the DRC 

 
The province Bienheureux Isidore Bakanja is pleased 
to announced the celebration of 35 years of service in 
the Democratic Republic of Congo of Fr Renato 
Ghisleni. Following the main stages: 
 
November 25, 1979 

arrived in Kinshasa 
on the Feast of 
Christ the King at 
the Parish of the 
Blessed Sacrament 

1979-1981 
vicar at Blessed 
Sacrament 

1981-1985 
vicar, director of the 
boarding house, 
treasurer at the 
Catholic Mission of Lonzo 

1985-1987 
1

st
 director of the Scholasticate (philosophy and 

theology) at Blessed Anuarite 
1987-1991 

vicar, responsible of the Preparation Year at 
Kenge II 

1991-1998 
vicar, treasurer and spiritual director at Blessed 
Anuarite 

1998-2002 
vicar and interim parish priest at Kikwit 

2002-2005 
director and treasurer at Mont Ngafula 

2005-2006 
director of the boarding house and treasurer at 
Lonzo 

2006-2010 
provincial treasurer at Binza 

2010-2011 
vicar and treasurer at Saint Monica 

2011-2014 
spiritual director and treasurer at Mont Ngafula 

July 2014 
superior at Sanga Mamba 

 

 

Re-investiture of Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy Communion 

 
On last Sunday, November 23, 2014, there was the 
re-investiture at the Parish of St Benedict of 42 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion. These 
are special persons because they carry the presence 
of the Church into homes, visiting the sick and aged 
persons. They represent the Catholic Church 
wherever people need affection and support. They 
have been chosen specifically to be missionary 
disciples of Jesus Christ in our Church. Carrying the 
living Christ to those who need him, the sick and 
dying, seems remarkable to us, because their 
purpose is to feed those who are asking for the food 
that only the Risen Lord gives. 
 

 
Never flag in zeal, be glow with the Spirit, serve the 
Lord. (Rm 12:11) 
 
 

 R I P  
 
The death of a brother will be celebrated as a Paschal 
event filled with hope. We shall faithfully carry out the 
prescribed prayers for our deceased (RL 13). 

 
N. 1470 - Brother Damian KENNEDY 
Province : Holy Spirit 
Community: Melbourne, Australia 
Died: 11 October 2014 
Age : 89 
Profession : 58 
 

 
 

 


